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Articles are written: 

 to present information on a variety of themes as a long and sustained piece of writing. 

 to pass on information on a wide range of contexts (school magazine, newspaper) 

An article should contain:  

1. A title that is eye-catching and that encapsulates the theme. 

2. Byline-the name of the writer (which is written to the right of the heading in the next line.) 

3. An introductory paragraph which introduces the theme with a quotation, anecdote, question 

or statistical data. 

4. The following two paragraphs should develop cause-effect relationship.(use facts, give 

examples to support your views, present arguments in a logical manner)  

5. Suggestions, personal observations, predictions to be made in the next paragraph 

6. Conclusion 

7. Each paragraph should deal with only one major idea which is conveyed in a single sentence 

called topic sentence. All other sentences contain supporting ideas. 

8.  Remember to keep within the word limit. 

9. Select relevant information and present ideas logically. 

10. Use appropriate language and style. Instead of using difficult and high sounding words, use a 

variety of words, specific to the given topic, taking special care not to repeat them too often. 

Use adequate vocabulary and range of grammatical structure to score high in examination. 

 

Sample Article:  

 

Sample Article:  

Modern Life: 

Barbara Caw Thorne Crafton 

 

We didn’t even know what „modern‟ was. What it felt like. We didn‟t just work: we inhaled 

our jobs, breathed them in, and became them. Stayed late, brought work home – it was never 

enough, though, no matter how much time we put in. We ordered things we didn‟t need from 

the shiny catalogs that came to our houses: we ordered three times as much as we could use, 

and then we ordered three times as much as our children could use. We didn‟t just eat: we 

stuffed ourselves.  



We re-did living rooms in which the furniture was not worn out. We threw away clothing that 

was merely out of style. “They always put that on the label,” we told our children looking at the 

warning printed on the wine bottle, when they asked about this. We saw that they were worried. 

We knew it was because they loved us and needed us. How innocent they were. We hastened to 

reassure them: “It doesn‟t really hurt if you‟re careful.” 

We felt that it was important to be good to ourselves, and that this meant that it was dangerous 

to tell ourselves „no‟ about anything, ever. Repression of one‟s desires was an unhealthy 

thing. I work hard, we told ourselves. I deserve a little treat. We treated ourselves every day. 

And if it was dangerous for us to want and not have, it was even more so for our children. They 

must never know what it is to want something and not have it immediately. It will make them 

bitter, we told ourselves. So we anticipated their needs and desires. We got them both the doll 

and the bike. If their grades were good, we got them their own telephones. 

There were times, coming into the house from work or waking early when all was quiet, when 

we felt uneasy about the sense of entitlement that characterized all our days. Suddenly we saw 

it all clearly: I am driven by my creatures – my schedule, my work, my possessions, my hungers. 

I do not drive them; they drive me. Probably yes. Certainly Yes. This is how it is. We arose and 

did twenty sit-ups. The next day the moment had passed; we did none. 

We looked for others whose lives were similarly overstuffed; we found them. “This is just the 

way it is,” we said to one another on the train, in the restaurant. “This is modern life. Maybe 

some people have time to measure things out by teaspoonfuls.”  

When did the collision between our appetites and the needs of our souls happen? Did a 

beloved child become a bored stranger, a marriage fell silent and cold? Or, by some exquisite 

working of God‟s grace, did we just find the courage to look the truth in the eye and, for once, 

not blink? How did we come to know that we were dying a slow and unacknowledged death? 

And that the only way back to life was to set all our packages down and begin again, carrying 

with us only what we really needed? 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

 

1. The number of cars that a country produces every year is one way of measuring its prosperity. 

At the same time what the vehicles lead to are traffic jams, air pollution, road-rage, an 

unhealthy competition in the middle class to own more and newer cars. What are your views on 

the issue – Private cars or Public transport? Describe them in an article in 150-200 words. You 

are Venu/ Veena. 

 

2.  Students of Class XII, not only do they prepare for Board examinations but also for entrance 

examinations. For the sake of preparation they have to divide their time between the two. How 

to manage their time, caught between the two goals, becomes a problem for them. Write an 

article in 150 – 200 words on „How should a student manage his time?‟  You are Venu/ Veena. 

 

3. The time we spend on watching TV – most of it is spent on watching commercials. Most of the 

newspaper space in also taken up by advertisements. What is luxury for most of us is described 



as a need. We are made to buy things we don‟t really require. Write an article in 150 – 200 

words on „Advertisements – their role in a common man‟s life‟. You are Venu/ Veena.  

 

4. Prices of food articles are rising. Floods, droughts, extreme temperature cause shortages. Greed 

of the middlemen, wastage at the farm and spoilage during transit all add to the misery of the 

common man. Write an article in 150 – 200 words on „Rising food prices and how to control 

them”. You are Venu/ Veena. 

 

 

******* 

 


